COUNTRY REPORT
« The Net herl| ands »

Thomas Groen
International Institute for Geo-Information Science and Earth Observation (ITC)

E-mail: groen@itc.nl January 22, 2009

ITC



e Total area: 360.000 ha (12%)

« Management mainly dependant on
ownership

 Dominated by Scots pine

e 3 major owner groups
— State forestry
—NGO'’s (landscape and nature oriented)
— Private owners



Floods — mainly along rivers
Summer droughts — conflict with agriculture
Storms

Out of sync of migratory species -e.g. n
predation on pest species

Research focus:

» Database and modeling studies
— Often on EU-scale
— Individual species level

* Physiological process based studies
» Forests for water retention
e Forest reserves



Shifting to more broadleaved species in conifer
dominated forest types (admixing)

Increasing structural diversity
More space for rivers — riparian forests

Reasons:

— Biodiversity conservation
— Pest resistance

— Wind stabllity



» Afforestation programme
— Approx 75.000 ha
— In line with ecological network

e Short coppice rotation experiments with willows for
bio-energy production



